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Abstract. The purpose of this apphcation is to designate Nectria ocellata Perrier. 1875

as the type species of the southern Australian starfish genus Nectria Gray, 1840. The

specimens on which this genus was based are of A', ocellata but were misidentified as

Asterias ocellifera Lamarck. 1816 by Gray.

Keywords. Nomenclature; taxonomy; Echinodermata; Asteroidea; starfish; Nectria;

Australia.

1. The starfish genus Nectria was established by Gray (1840. p. 287) based on

specimens in the British Museum which he identified as 'Asterias oculifera Lam.

Oudart" [recte ocellifera Lamarck, 1816 (p. 553)]. Gray used an illustration by Oudart

(1827) (captioned as A. ocellifera Lamarck, and reproduced in Zeidler & Rowe, 1986,

fig. 1) when making this identification. Perrier (1875. p. 187; also 1876. p. 3)

confirmed that the Oudart plate showed N. ocellifera (Lamarck) and stated (1875.

p. 324; 1876. p. 244) that the specimen depicted was then preserved in the Jardin des

Plantes in Paris. This is probably the specimen of A. ocellifera now labelled 'Type

(EGAS 670)' in the Museum National d'Histoire Naturelle, Paris, and it may be

regarded as Lamarck's original type specimen.

2. As mentioned by Zeidler & Rowe (1986). of the few mid-nineteenth century

dried specimens of Nectria now in the Natural History Museum, London likely to

have been seen by Gray (1840) when he established the genus, none are N. ocellifera

(Lamarck). In particular, one specimen (BMNH; 1953; 4.27.24) oi N. ocellata Perrier.

1875 (see para. 3 below) was certainly seen by Gray; its oldest label has 'Nectria

oculifera" stuck on the back of the board, with '= Asterias ocellifera Lamarck' below

and 'Gray' pencilled after 'oculifera" (A.M. Clark, pers. comm.). It is therefore clear

that Gray misidentified the specimens he had before him when he diagnosed the

genus Nectria, and indeed it is likely that he never saw an actual specimen of

A", ocellifera.

3. Perrier (1875) examined a number of specimens in the British Museum, some of

which were almost certainly seen by Gray, and he concluded that Gray (1840) had

misidentified his specimens when he established Nectria. Perrier (1875, p. 188; also

1876, p. 4) consequently used the specimens as the basis of the new species Nectria

ocellata. The lectotype of Mocellata. specimen BMNH; 1958: 7.30.20 from Tasmania

(purchased from E. Gerrard jun.). was designated by Zeidler & Rowe (1986. p. 120).

It was probably used by Gray when establishing Nectria even though he cited

'Asterias oculifera Lam. Oudart' as the only species.
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4. In his review of the echinoderm fauna of Australia H.L. Clari< (1946) merely

followed Gray; he listed (p. 85) Asterias ocellifera Lamarck, 1816 as the type species

oi Nectrki with no mention of Gray's (1840) misidentification. A.M. Clark (1966) and

Zeidler & Rowe (1986) have reviewed Nectria, and the former remarked (p. 309) that

'strictly speaking, A'^ ocellata Perrier might be considered as the type species since

that is the one that Gray had before him when he diagnosed the genus Neciria."

5. Nectria is an endemic southern Australian genus. Its name is well known
and stability would not be threatened by replacing N. ocellifera (Lamarck) with

A^. ocellata Perrier as the type species. In fact I believe that stability would be

strengthened, as N. ocellifera is atypical of the genus in some respects and has a

restricted distribution (south-west Western Australia) whereas N. ocellata is very

typical of the genus and is widespread along the southern coast of Australia. In

accordance with Article 70b(i) of the Code I propose that the Commission should

designate N, ocellata as the type species.

6. The International Commission on Zoological Nomenclature is accordingly

asked:

(1) to use its plenary powers to set aside all previous fixations of type species for

the nominal genus Nectria Gray, 1840 and to designate Nectria ocellata

Perrier, 1875 as the type species;

(2) to place on the Official List of Generic Names in Zoology the name Nectria

Gray, 1840 (gender: feminine), type species by designation in (1) above Nectria

ocellata Perrier, 1875;

(3) to place on the Official List of Specific Names in Zoology the name ocellata

Perrier, 1875. as published in the binomen Nectria ocellata (specific name of the

type species of Nectria Gray, 1840).
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